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Trials and testing 

 
1. Testing for failure 

 
Testing for failure was part and parcel of my job as a software developer at Telstra Big Pond. 
I would write software, then test the software, then implement software in production. 
 
Well, I confess, one time, I failed testing the software for failure. 
For the software I was modifying was responsible for disconnecting people from the internet. 
Back at the end of the last millennia, before the fear of a global meltdown in Y2K, 
 Back when your used a good old fashioned dial-up modem, 
 And you couldn’t be on the home phone and the internet at the same time… 
 
Well, I got the logic wrong. 
Instead of a “less than or equal to” sign, I had put a straight “less than” sign in the code. 
But what this meant was that there was a whole group of people being disconnected to the internet, 
that shouldn’t have been. 
And because this program that I was working on ran every 5 minutes, 
This poor group of internet users – they had no idea, that it was because of my software error, 
 That they were unceremoniously being booted off the internet every 5 minutes. 
 
Well, of course, someone rang tech support, wondering what was going on. 
Eventually they got up to level 3 tech support, who then talked with me, level 4 tech support. 
Once, I figured out the problem, I then figured out the carnage I had caused. 
One poor Big Pond user had tried to connect over 60 times in the space of 3 days, 
 Being disconnected every 5 minutes. 
Then we ensured that reparation was made with all the users. 
 We gave them a certain number of free ‘hours’ of internet connection for their lost time. 
 
But the bottom line was that I failed, and my test for failure had also failed. 
And as we enter into Lent, we remember the trial of Jesus in the wilderness, 
 And so today, we focus on Jesus’ being tested for failure, 
 For this is not a test, in the sense of being given the red light or the green light. 
 Jesus’ testing in the wilderness, has one purpose and one purpose only, 
  The devil is testing for failure,  

The tester tests Jesus’ obedience to God seeking bring Jesus’ down. 
 
And why wouldn’t the devil attempt this strategy? 
This strategy has worked for centuries with God’s people, Israel. 
Israel failed in their testing in the wilderness, over and over again  

– so how would this so-called ‘messiah’ survive his ‘test for failure’
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2. The Test of Convenience 

 
The first test that Jesus undergoes is the test of convenience. << vv. 1-4 >> 
Two quick observations. 
First, whilst the devil plays a large part in the testing, the Spirit that leads Jesus into the wilderness. 
That is, the Spirit has just descended upon Jesus like a dove, and now drives him into the desert. 
Jesus’ kingship, revealed in his baptism, encounters its first test. 
And that first test, is not of military power, nor of political persuasion, nor religious engagement. 
That first test is the spiritual conflict, in the devil’s test for failure. 
 
Second, the testing occurs after the 40 days and 40 nights. 
 The 40 days and nights, whilst incredibly important in their symbolism, 
 For just as Israel stumbled and failed in the wilderness for 40 years, 
 So here, the true Israelite, the one that represents his people,  
  Undergoes the equivalent 40 days and nights of testing. 
 But the real testing starts after the 40 days and nights. 
 
So the first test is one of convenience. 
 Jesus is starving and thirsty, his need would be great, he was famished. 
 The tempter, starts with the truth – “if you are the Son of God”, 
 But then twists it into a lie – “command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
 And in the background stand all Israel’s failures. 
But in the foreground, Jesus stands, and with one sentences he reverses the failings of Israel. 
 For at the centre of Israel’s failings in the wilderness was an abject lack of trust in God. 
 And so, here Jesus shows an absolute trust in God –   

“Man does not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” – Deut 8:3. 

 
The word of God is fundamental to our existence. 
Without the word of God, the world would not have been created. 
Without the word of God, the world would stop spinning on its axis. 
Without the word of God, there would be no stones to turn into bread. 
And so Jesus’ passes the test of convenience, with the inconvenient truth  
 It is the word of God that sustains, not simply bread. 
 

3. The Test of Impudence 
 
So the testing escalates, the tester takes Jesus onto the opponents turf, God’s temple. 
And the test is a test of impudence. << vv. 6-7 >> 
 
Here, the Devil escalates from simple truth-twisting, to diabolical Scripture-shifting. 
Psalm 91 declares God’s protection for those who live in the shelter of the most high, 
And here, Jesus stands in the very place where you expect shelter from the most high God. 
So the trap is set – the location is right, the Scripture quotation fits, and yet… 
 
Jesus recognizes the heart of the matter – the problem of impudence. 
Jesus knows that jumping off a building,  

And asking God to catch him is both presumptuous and impertinent. 
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Jesus gets to the heart of the matter, Deut 6:16 – do not put the Lord your God to the test. 
So Jesus will not impudently test God. 
 
And yet, we want to try to manipulate God, for our own benefit. 
And so we need to heed the words of Moses, and Jesus  

– “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
 

4. The Test of Worship 
 
The devil’s testing reaches its pinnacle, literally and physically in the final test.  
The test of worship << vv. 8-10 >> 
 
Again, notice the half-truth in the devil’s proposition. 
Yes, technically, as ‘the ruler of the power of the air’ (Eph 2:2),  

the devil does has something to offer to Jesus, 
But that’s only the half-truth. 
 For the devil does not stand outside of the sphere of God’s control and power. 
 It’s not the goodies, God & Jesus , vs. the baddies, the devil. 
The devil only has the power of lies and deceit, 
 So he is over-reaching to offer Jesus ‘the kingdoms of the world and their glory’. 
 
But it all boils down to the one critical word – worship. 
Will Jesus choose to worship the devil or will Jesus choose to worship God. 
Of course Deut 6:13 – Jesus chooses to serve God only, only. 

- Not worship the one true living God, and maybe a couple of others along the way 
- Not worship the one true living God, and pagan gods of the nation’s surrounding Israel 
- Not worship the one true living God, and privately the ones of our time. 
- Serve the one true living God, and him only. 

 
And did you notice, too, at the end of the test, Jesus reveals his own powerful word. 
 Jesus commands Satan – “Away with you”, and the devil leaves Jesus. 
 And as soon as the devil leaves Jesus, the angels come and minister to Jesus. 
 
So here with Jesus, the devil thinks he’s testing Jesus, but in actual fact, 
The power of Jesus is so great the devil flees, 
 And rather than Jesus being tested as to his allegiance in worship, 
 It is the devil being tested in his cowardice. 
 

5. The Test of Obedience (Matthew 27:32-50) 
 
And so, as Jesus starts his ministry, 

Jesus does not succumb to the test of convenience, nor the test of impudence,  
Nor the test of worship. 

 
However, if we stop for a moment to reflect, if we ask the question, 

What gave Jesus such a clear understanding of the tests that he was enduring? 
What gave him such insight? 
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Well, I think we find the answer at the end of Jesus’ ministry. 
When Jesus calls out in the cry of dereliction – “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 It is the cry of the obedient Son. 
 It is the cry of the Son who has entrusted his life to the Father. 
  
Obedience gave Jesus the clarity to see through the tests of convenience, impudence and worship, 
And Jesus’ obedience even in death itself, is what makes Jesus the perfect pioneer of salvation. 
 
Hebrews 2:10 states – “It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings.”  
 
And v. 18 continues – “Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested.” 
 
Jesus endured the greatest test of all – his own death, and was made perfect through suffering. 
 

6. Our Time of Testing (Hebrews 3-4) 
 
And so, as the season of Lent begins,  
and as, I’m sure we’ll all face various tests of convenience, impudence, or worship, 
the main difference between the wilderness generation and us, 
The main distinction between those who failed in the desert and we who live in the time of trial, 
The game-breaker is Jesus. 
Because he was faithful, he now helps us. 
Because he was made perfect through suffering, we now can face our own tests and trials. 
 
Jesus helps us by working through us. 
Jesus helps us by transforming our hearts, minds, souls in the trials that we endure. 
And Jesus helps us because our trials lead to the fruit of righteousness and the glory of God. 
 

_________________________ 


